
 
2018 New York State FFA Convention  

Engagement Activities 

Workshops 

 Thursday 10am 

- Building Your Empire: Intentional Action- An empire is defined as an extensive 
operation or sphere of activity controlled by one person.  Your personal empire is 
the sum of your chosen actions and the mark you leave on the world around 
you.  FFA members will examine the type of empire they want to create and explore 
ways they can intentionally act to build their influence from the ground up. Join 
Minnesota FFA State Vice President, Emily Pliscott to build your empire!  
 

- Agvocation- Crossing Career Lines: Join Missouri FFA State Vice President 
Dakota Allen and dive right in to exploring careers that fit your interests and learn to 
understand the importance of being an advocate! Participants of this workshop will 
choose are career that they are interested in and make an advocacy plan for it. 
 

- Current Agricultural Headlines:  How much do you know? Join our workshop 
and test your knowledge of what is going on in agriculture in this quiz bowl styled 
workshop.  Bring your "A" Game because you could be the next contestant up for 
the test. Students will learn winning habits of staying in the know, and may even 
come away learning a little bit more about what is going on the agricultural world 
around them. 
 

- Dairy Grazing Apprenticeships: Dairy farming is an important part of rural 
economies. Each cow generates approximately $34,000 of economic activity in the 
local community each year. Dairy Grazing Apprenticeship—the first formal 
Apprenticeship for farming in the nation—was created by and for farmers to address 
these challenges. Using the model of education that has prepared skilled workers in 
the trades for more than a century, DGA combines work-based training with related 
instruction for the federally recognized occupation of “Dairy Grazer.” Come learn 
more about this career option. 

- A Career in the Pet Industry outside the Vet Office: There are numerous careers 
in the pet industry outside of the vet office, this workshop would go over 
opportunities that students could pursue, including ones that they can do now while 
still in high school and or while they are in college. Careers paths include product 
development, sales, animal care and control, animal shelter, and in-home dog care 
opportunities. This workshop would also include volunteer opportunities that are 



available in local shelters and animal care and control offices for students to 
participate in to make an impact in their community. 
 

 Thursday 1pm 

- Pro(Fessional) Tips:  Join Quentin Moter the 2nd State Vice President of 
Wyoming FFA for this fun-packed workshop on professionalism. Learn about 
professional interactions, demeanor, and tips for success when working with others!  
 

- Current Agricultural Headlines:  How much do you know? Join our workshop 
and test your knowledge of what is going on in agriculture in this quiz bowl styled 
workshop.  Bring your "A" Game because you could be the next contestant up for 
the test. Students will learn winning habits of staying in the know, and may even 
come away learning a little bit more about what is going on the agricultural world 
around them. 
 

- Youth Grow is a resource dedicated to helping youth in New York State to become 
food system leaders in their communities.  A sustainable food system is a system that 
cares for the earth and produces food in a way that supports economic, 
environmental, social and nutritional well-being.  Young people can play multiple 
and important roles in the cultivation of sustainable food systems: as consumers, 
as community leaders, and as agents of change! 
 

- Milk Matters: Milk provides 9 essential nutrients and as our population grows to 9 
billion by 2050, how can we ensure everyone has a glass of milk with dinner? 
Increased milk production can be directly correlated with proper nutrition. Come 
learn about feeding cows, so you can take part in feeding the world! 
 

- Catching Germs: Using GloGerm, students will understand how disease can be 
spread and then will practice epidemiology to find who was patient zero. 

 Friday 9am 

- What Makes You a True Leader: Are you a leader? What makes the qualities of a 
good leader- do you really know? Join Massachusetts FFA State Vice President Noah 
Miranda to find out what the true definition of being a leader is!  
 

- Leaders in Training: Join Ryan Matthews, Ohio FFA State President, to learn that 
everyone is a leader in the FFA and how we have numerous opportunity to grow. 
This workshop will highlight the many components of premier leadership and what 
skills we can obtain from being a leader so that we can apply them, in and out of the 
blue jacket. 
 

- Promoting Agriculture in a Positive Way Through Social Media Presented by 
@nyfarmgirls: During this presentation you will learn: 

o How to handle critics 
o Why it is important to promote the agriculture industry  
o How to create a quality instagram post that engages your followers 
o How to build a follower base 

 



- Blood, Poop and Other Fun Things- Life as a Veterinary Technician: Have 
you ever wanted the straight truth about being a veterinary technician?  Is it as scary, 
or fun, as it seems to be?  This presentation will give you a brief insight into the 
profession, the ups and down, schooling needs, and other important information you 
need when considering a life in the most amazing profession in the world! (In my 
opinion at least) Presenter: Kathleen Bliss LVT, MALS Kathleen has been an LVT 
(Licensed Veterinary Technician) for 20 years. She worked in mixed practice before 
beginning teaching at Alfred State College in the Vet Tech program, where she have 
taught for almost 17 years. She have horses, meat rabbits, chickens, dogs, cats, a 
guinea pig and a bearded dragon at home, along with two kids who are in the 
Fillmore FFA.  Her professional interests are in parasites, animal behavior and 
shelter animal issues.  
 

- Lessons in Osmosis & Chromatography: Students will conduct experiments to 
understand why we are created out of many small cells rather than a few large ones 
and then compare different plants’ pigments using chromatography. 

 Friday 1:00pm 

- USDA Round Table Discussions (3): Round table discussion with USDA Deputy 
Chief of Staff, Chris Young regarding youth in agriculture. 
 

- Skill Diversity: Join Wade Rynearson Oregon State FFA Treasurer as you identify 
your unique skill set, learn how you can use those skills to your advantage and how 
these skills will carry you through life!  

- Promoting Agriculture in a Positive Way Through Social Media Presented by 
@nyfarmgirls: During this presentation you will learn: 

o How to handle critics 
o Why it is important to promote the agriculture industry  
o How to create a quality instagram post that engages your followers 
o How to build a follower base 

- Biotechnology for Crop Improvement: Plant scientists are constantly striving to 
improve crop plants in ways that directly benefit farmers, food processors, and 
consumers. With a rapidly growing world population, a changing climate, an ongoing 
battle against pathogens and insects, worsening soils, the negative effects of 
agriculture on the environment, and the need for tastier and more nutritious foods, 
plant scientists have a lot of work on their hands. Traditionally, researchers have 
addressed these problems using plant breeding, improved plant production schemes, 
chemical or organic control of pests, and soil improvement strategies. Another way 
to address these problems is to use biotechnology. Biotechnology is the scientific 
modification of organisms to make or improve products. Modern plant 
biotechnology uses transgenes or genome editing to improve crops plants. Here, we 
will discuss these technologies, how plant scientists apply them to improve crops, 
their benefits to farmers and consumers, safety concerns about transgenic and 
genome-edited plants, and the future of crop improvement.  
 

- Fire Arrows: Air Rockets Competition – Students will build a customized rocket 
and then compete to see whose flies furthest and fastest.  

 



- The Future of HR Leadership in the Ag Industry:  

Join, F. Brandon Mallory, President and CEO of Agri-Placement Services, Inc.—a 
farm staffing company based in Rochester, NY and  Carlos Aguilera, Bilingual 
Human Resources Leader, Agri-Placement Services, Inc. 

Topics will include: 

a. Overview of current Ag workforce 

b. Future Ag workforce 

c.Effective HR leadership 

d. Public policy affecting Ag labor 

e. Careers as HR leaders 

 


